PEST CONTROL BULLETIN NO. 3
BLACK WIDOW SPIDERS

Lactrodectushesperus

GENERAL INFORMATION

The most commonly encountered venomous spider in
Cdiforniaistheblack widow spider that dso goesby its
scientific name, Lactrodectus hesperus. The adult
femdeblack widow isreadily identified by itseight legs,
two body regions, glossy black exterior, large globular
abdomen (1/4to 3/8inchindiameter), and conspicuous
red" hour glass' markingontheunders deof theabdomen.
Immaturefemaesarenot colored black, but arebrightly
marked with irregular stripes of white, yellow, orange,
and brown on the abdomen; however, the red "hour
glass' markingisdill dearly visble. Maeblack widows
aresgnificantly smdlerthanfemdesandmarkedsmilarly
to an immature femae.

Theweb constructed by theblack widow spider conssts
of very strong, sticky strands of silk that are spuninan
irregular pattern. Several mgjor support strands of stk
oftenarespunfrom an overhead anchor point to support
an "umbrelld’ shaped canopy of slk congructed just
above the ground. Black widow webs commonly are
encountered in protected corners of homes, garages,
basements, and outdoors in wood and junk piles.

Thefemale black widow produces alarge white slken
egg case that is suspended by accessory strands of silk
inthe"umbrdld’ portion of theweb. With an egg case
present in the web, femaes will protect the eggs from
parasites and predators.

PRECAUTIONS

Fema eblack widow spidersunder norma circumstances
arenot aggressivebut will biteinginctivdy whenhandled
or threatened. Thevenomoushiteof ablack widow can
lead to anumber of neurologica disordersin adultsand
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occas ondly canbefata toyoungchildren. If accidentaly
bitten, one should seek immediate medicd attention.
Also, thespider (not necessarily ablack widow) inflicting
thebiteshould becaptured, preservedinrubbinga cohol
(4-6 0z jar or pill vid), and tekento thefamily physician
for identification and clinical reference.

PREVENTION AND CONTROL

Black widow spiders can be excluded from gaining
accessinto theinterior of homesby securing atight sedl
around doors and window screens. Each spring the
westher sed around front and back doors should be
checked for visble cracks and wear. Around theyard
some excluson is aforded by keeping landscaping
pruned, grass mowed, and destroying weeds in open
areas. When ether clearing out storage sheds, garages,
or working in the backyard, caution should be taken to
avoid being bitten by wearing long pants, long deeve
shirts, and heavy duty leather glovesthat cover the shirt
deeves.

If ahomeowner choosesto use achemica pesticideto
control black widow spiders on their property, please
be advised to exercise care and make absol utely certain
that the product used is appropriately labeled for
controlling spiders, including black widows. If a
homeowner choosesnot tomakeachemica application,
professiona control and chemical gpplication services
can be obtained from a licensed private pest control
operator.
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