RED IM PORTED FIRE ANTS

Solenopsis invicta

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Red Imported Fire Ant (RIFA) is the mostrecentof
anincreasingnumber of pests thathave been introduced
into Orange County. A nativeof South America, this fire
antwas firstintroduced in the southeastern United States
and eventually found its way to California and into
Orange County. The colony ornestis very distinctive
and easily recognized as a loosely compacted, finely
granular dome (18 inches in diameter and six to ten
inches high) of soil that somewhatresembles wet coffee
grounds. Gopher mounds have larger (coarser) soil
particles than RIFA mounds butmay be similarinsizeto
a RIFA mound. This ant is considered dangerous
because, unlike most ants, this species delivers a
venomous sting that produces immediate pain, aburning/
itching sensation, and raised pustules that often last for
several days. Thevenomisrelatively toxicand potentially
lethal to pets, wildlife, and sensitized humans. Because
ofthe number and severity of their stings, residents of
Orange County should be aware ofthe existence of this
menace on their property and the potential hazards
posed by accidental contact.

DESCRIPTION

The Red Imported Fire Antis asmall to medium sized
ant ranging from 1/8 to 1/4 inch in length. Each ant
mound has ants of varying sizes within the colony. The
ants are dark red in color with a dark brown shiny
abdomen. They possess one pair of toothed mandibles
for grasping the skin before stinging, and have twonodes
located between the abdomen and thorax, characteristic
ofthe species.

CONTROL

Forcontrolmeasures, the Districtrecommends contacting
the Orange County Vector Control District. Inspectors
fromthe District will come outand assess the situation
and treat the area as needed.

PRECAUTIONS

Residents are urged to leave Red Imported Fire Ant
coloniesundisturbed. Theaggressivebitingand stinging
behaviorisadefensivereaction for protecting food and
waterresources, and their nesting sites. Whenamound
isdisturbed, large numbers of worker ants erupt from the
surface of the mound to defend the colony. An
unsuspecting victimcanberapidly covered with stinging
ants within seconds.
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Red Imported Fire Ant
Mound in a Lawn Area

ORANGE COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT

13001 Garden Grove Boulevard, Garden Grove, CA 92843
* (949) 654-2421

(714) 971-2421
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